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The Issue of Intimacy
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Editorid

Thereis abook which | have valued ever
since | met it in the early ‘' 70s as a gift from
someone whom | still consider adear friend. Inthe
excellent introduction to Seven Arrows author
Hyemeyohsts Storm offers the following
understanding, which | quote from my ragged
copy:

Our Teacherstell usthat al things within
this Universe [Medicine] Wheel know of their
Harmony with every other thing, and know how to
Give-Away oneto the other, except man.

SHARING ENERGY

loneliness is through Touching. Itisonly inthis
way that we can learn to be Total Beings.

Intimacy is about touching, about sharing
energy with another being, about giving away and
receiving power.

Hereis an image (it came by email, which
I’velost & have had to redraw a picture) that
speaks to sharing energy, one dear enough that |
have made it the picture centering this article,
which means that it stands, for me, as an image of
the entire arena of intimacy. Y ou may

Of all the Universe’s creatures, it iswe
alone who do not begin our lives with
knowledge of this great Harmony....

To Touch and Fedl isto
Experience. Many people live out their
entire lives without ever really Touching
or being Touched by anything. These
people live within aworld of mind and
imagination that may move them
sometimes to joy, tears, happiness or

have seen it: two twinsin the womb,
one weak enough to not survive birth,
and the other strong enough to put her
arm around her sister. Both twins were
born healthy.

Welikely view ‘intimacy’, assisted by
Hollywood and most of the media, with
primarily a sexual connotation. Y et such
an interpretation confines the essential
motion of human beings, more so than if

sorrow. But these people never really
Touch. They do not live and become one with life.

The Sun Dancer believes that each person is
aunique Living Medicine Wheel, powerful beyond
imagination, that has been limited and placed upon
this earth to Touch, Experience and Learn...

According to the Teachers, thereis only one
thing that all people possess equally. Thisistheir
loneliness. No two people on the face of this earth
are alike in any one thing except for their
loneliness. Thisis the cause of our Growing, but it
is also the cause of our wars. Love, hate, greed
and generosity are all rooted within our loneliness,
within our desire to be needed and loved.

The only way that we can overcome our

the rainbow were but a single color.
(Which is not to deny the transcendent power of
sexual union in truly conscious souls.) “Love
Makes the World Go Round” was a song in the
musical Carousel. And many are the persons who
will kill for love and many more who have been
known to die of abroken heart. It isthe power in
the universe [“G-D islove’, the utterly apt cliché
goes|]

So think of amother nursing her babe, of
someone staying up the night with afriend in
surgery, of akid rolling downhill with his dog or a
young jumper grooming her beloved horse, of a
nurse giving her favorite Alzheimer’s patient a
bath, of an elderly couple holding hands on a park
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bench, of a disciple touching the feet of the master after along absence, of girl’s giggling into the wee
hours of a slumber party, of George Washington Carver tending his peanut plants, of St. Teresa of Lisieux
praying for the soul of a murderer for a week before his hanging, of the risen Jesus inviting Thomas to
place his hand in the nail holes. Some of these examples are offered simply to expand our sense and
definition of intimacy, while others have at least as much potential to communicate and unfold the power
of our “unique Living Medicine Wheel” as any exchange that we might call ‘sexual.’

Not to put down the range and power and beauty of human sexuality. Only—in a society vividly
enamored with slamdunks, videogames, vacation packages and youth—the image of ‘intimacy’ requires a
full range of understanding to escape the milieu of surfaces.

A friend recently shared arevelation about a relationship she had that, while it came and went, at
least offered her thisinsight: that it was not really being loved that made her feel ‘in love', but of loving,
of feeling love flow out of her. That wasintimacy. Yet it was not so much what she was receiving as it
was the way and extent of her being able to open her heart and let her love flow in varied expression.

To be Touched isto Touch, and to Touch isto be Touched. To Give-Away isto receive.

Intimacy is about penetration. May we be penetrated, may we give-away utterly, may we in this way
learn to be Total Beings. +

CHRISTIAN INTIMACY —The Union of Chastity and Passion

In the forefront of current eventsis the deep concern around priests who have molested young
people in their care. The Church, under siege by outraged parents, finds its centuries-old fortress cracking
at the foundations. The Almighty, like the force of water, seeps between the faults, starting with the most
flagrant; then the new inputs come from unexpected but potent directions. Difficult as this set of events
appears, | am convinced that this drama holds a paramount key for Christian renewal.

Why is G-D using the arena of clerical molestation as a primary focus? Why isit that this
issue seems to be the one fracturing the walls of Christendom? | seeit as a dream, a dream about the
Church in which the main image is a pedophile priest. Without setting aside the issue of trust, the main
thrust of the dream has to do with sexuality. Why? Because al of life is sexual—virtually all creatures are
propagated through sexual union. But Christendom has skewed the vital ecology of life into dualities—
like G-D vs. nature, spirit vs. matter, spirit vs. body. The issue of sexuality represents spiritual integra-
tion, the nature of love that longs for union.

Our Faith has promoted fear about sexuality. This fear, coupled with the practice of taking
young men and offering them the ideal of priesthood linked inexorably with the ideal of celibacy, poten-
tially robs them of life's primary expression. Such a concern might be overcome with excellent interview-
ing and selection processes—plus deep spiritual instruction designed to take seminarians into the mystic
nature of Christ, and into the contemplative dimension of the Gospel and the living fire of Love. But—
given the orientation of priests toward serving Church functions, raising funds, doing paperwork and
overseeing the many arenas of a parish—seminarians are well-trained in practicalities but rarely in the
underlying mysteries. Hence, the tragic circumstances being played out on the field of unintegrated
sexuality.

Theissueisone of intimacy. Uninstructed about sexuality, those confined to a celibate life
will often go askew. These human beings naturally long for intimacy, for union—yet serve without a
practice focused on mystic closeness. Christ Jesus was the true human being Who gave His life for the
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